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MAN CLA Enters Darling Dairy Fleet 
Well-known Western Cape dairy, Darling Romery, employs a fleet of 56 

trucks to distribute the milk, cheeses and other dairy products it produces 

across the province and as far as Port Elizabeth and East London. While 

Nissan UD Trucks make up the bulk of the Darling-based fleet, 2011 saw 

MAN enter the dairy’s distribution division with the introduction of three new 

MAN CLA 15.220 BB freight-carriers. 

 

According to Pietman Bell, Head of Distribution at Darling Romery, “when it 

comes to our capital equipment, we follow a strict policy of having more than 

one supplier to not only limit our risk but also to help benchmark the 

performance of the equipment itself and the organisation that supports it. 

While UD Trucks is our longstanding preferred supplier, MAN impressed us 

with the CLA’s product quality and with the service support from its 

personnel. These factors are critical to our success and MAN satisfied them 

to become our second truck supplier of choice.” 

 

The Darling Romery fleet includes trucks with GVM (gross vehicle mass) 

ratings ranging from four to 15 tons. The three MAN CLAs at Darling 

Romery are fitted with refrigerated bodies and can carry just over 8 tons of 

fresh produce. 

 

“Vehicle reliability is essential in our business. Our survival depends on the 

integrity of the cold-chain which is dependent on the trouble-free functioning 

of the truck because the fridge units on the back of the truck are electrically 

and diesel-powered,” explains Bell. 

 

“Moreover, because we are in the food business, our trucks need to look 

good and always be clean and sparkling. The MAN CLA may be a ‘plain 

Jane’ but it’s proving to be a highly dependable and economical truck.”  
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Each truck in the Darling Romery fleet averages 5000km per month, 

travelling between 250 and 350km per day helping deliver product to 700 

customer outlets including top retailers like Checkers, Shoprite and Spar. 

 

“MAN has a workshop in Cape Town which helped get the CLA into our 

fleet. The personnel at the dealership give us very good service and MAN’s 

parts price basket is excellent. Our fleet has a six-year replacement cycle 

and after clocking up 360 000km, we are confident we’ll achieve 38% buy-

back from MAN on the original purchase price of our CLAs,” Bell says. 

 

With a power output of 220Hp (162kW) and a torque rating of 800Nm 

between 1300-1700rpm, the 4x2 CLA 15.220 strikes a sensible balance 

between power and economy, adds Bell. “We’re achieving good fuel 

consumption figures with our CLAs. There’s plenty of pull when needed.”    

 

Equipped with hypoid axles, steel suspension and a robust cab, the CLA 

15.220 BB is more than capable of handling rough off-road conditions, an 

everyday reality for Darling Romery drivers. “The smooth six-speed ZF 

manual transmission and the air-sprung driver seat both help prevent driver 

fatigue,” Bell continues. “Our drivers rotate between vehicles so it’s 

reassuring to hear from them that the CLA is both comfortable and easy to 

drive.”     

 

Backed by a two-year/300 000km warranty with a 15 000km service interval, 

the MAN CLA brings much-needed cost predictability and service uptime to 

the Darling Romery fleet. 

 

For a business with over 20 years of fleet management experience behind it 

and a set of stringent truck-procuring standards, the MAN CLA successfully 

fills a vital niche in the dairy’s distribution fleet.  

 

“We conducted extensive market analysis between competitor OEMs to find 

our ideal second-tier truck, looking at a broad spectrum of criteria, including 

purchase price, driveline technology levels, fuel consumption, parts pricing 

and servicing turnaround times. I’m confident that MAN will prove a worthy 

partner to our operation and that the MAN CLA will continue to boost our 

efficiencies through its reliability and fuel economy,” concludes Bell.    
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The Transport Efficiency Program from MAN Truck & Bus  

The amount of transport and traffic on South Africa’s roads is rising. At the same 

time, the long-term dwindling of energy resources is making transport increasingly 

more expensive. As one of the world's leading manufacturers of buses and trucks, 

MAN Truck & Bus makes an important contribution to the continued improvement 

of transport efficiency. MAN offers a comprehensive efficiency program to reduce 

your total costs of ownership. Transport efficiency, consolidated in the fields of 

technology, service, the driver and future expertise protects the environment and is 

added value for our customers.  

 

 
MAN Truck & Bus AG, headquartered in Munich, Germany, is the largest company of the MAN Group and a leading international supplier 

of efficient commercial vehicles and innovative transport solutions. In fiscal 2011 the enterprise, with around 34,000 employees, posted 

sales of more than 77,600 trucks and over 5,700 buses and bus chassis of the MAN and NEOPLAN brands worth 9 billion euros. 

 

 

 
 

 


