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Donation ensures heartbeat of engines on floating 
hospital M/V Africa Mercy 
 

MAN Diesel & Turbo has donated the equivalent of 116.000 Euro in 
service, spare parts and training to keep the engines of the 
hospital ship Africa Mercy, operated by Mercy Ships, in top 
condition to continue its charity work in Africa. 

 

MAN Diesel & Turbo continues its charitable support of the world’s largest 
civilian hospital ship which provides medical care in African coastal areas to 
those who couldn’t otherwise afford it. In 2010, MAN Diesel & Turbo provided 
at a significantly discounted cost four new 5L21/31 type on-board power 
generators to the vessel, to power the floating hospital’s medical equipment. 
Like doctors and staff aboard the vessel perform health checks and hand out 
medicine when needed, the four-stroke engines, with their characteristic fast 
pulse, need an occasional health check to ensure a healthy future. 

The health check was done in the Las Palmas dry docks on the Canary 
Islands in July 2014. Three turbochargers were overhauled – with spare parts 
from MAN Diesel & Turbo’s after sales business unit PrimeServ Four-Stroke 
Denmark in Holeby, Denmark – and the gensets are now ready to continue to 
power up the converted Danish rail ferry, built in 1980.  The fourth power 
generator is planned to be completely overhauled in September when the 
vessel will be in Benin and the Hospital is in full operation. During the overhaul 
the superintendent from PrimeServ Academy in Holeby who will supervise the 
work will also conduct training for the engine crew members. 

Africa Mercy has five operating theatres, modern X-ray, computer tomography 
equipment, a dental practice, a pharmacy and much more. Approximately 400 
crew members and their families often live aboard for months at a time, so 
there are also recreational areas and a school for up to 60 children.  

Two propellers drive the floating village around the African continent. They too 
had a health check. The spare parts for this came from PrimeServ Four-
Stroke in Frederikshavn, Denmark, the competence center for our propellers. 
During the docking service technicians from the local PrimeServ hub in Las 
Palmas were performing part of the overhauls with the remainder performed 
by the Africa Mercy crew and dry dock staff. 

Augsburg, 08/14/2014 



 
 

Press Release 
Page 2 / 2 

Poul Knudsgaard, Head of PrimeServ Four-Stroke, said: “I am very happy that 
our knowledge and service can ultimately help make life better for people in 
need of medical attention.” 

Jens-Erik Engelbrecht, CEO of Mercy Ships Denmark, said: “It is important to 
Mercy Ships that the Danish companies that built the rail ferry in 1980 
continue to support us in her new life as hospital ship. MAN Diesel & Turbo 
has done so loyally for a number of years now. Expenses for maintenance can 
instead be spent on patient care. Our next destination is Benin.” 

 

 
About MAN Diesel & Turbo 
MAN Diesel & Turbo SE, based in Augsburg, Germany, is the world’s leading provider of large-bore diesel engines and 
turbomachinery for marine and stationary applications. It designs two-stroke and four-stroke engines that are manufactured both 
by the company and by its licensees. The engines have power outputs ranging from 450 kW to 87 MW. MAN Diesel & Turbo also 
designs and manufactures gas turbines of up to 50 MW, steam turbines of up to 150 MW and compressors with volume flows of 
up to 1.5 million m³/h and pressures of up to 1,000 bar. The product range is rounded off by turbochargers, propellers, gas 
engines and chemical reactors. MAN Diesel & Turbo’s range of goods includes complete marine propulsion systems, 
turbomachinery units for the oil & gas as well as the process industries and complete power plant solutions. Customers receive 
worldwide after-sales services marketed under the MAN PrimeServ brand. The company employs around 14,500 staff at more 
than 100 international sites, primarily in Germany, Denmark, France, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, India and China. MAN 
Diesel & Turbo is a company in the Power Engineering business area of MAN SE. 
 
About MERCY SHIPS: 
Mercy Ships uses hospital ships to deliver free, world-class health care services, capacity building and sustainable development 
to those without access in the developing world. Founded in 1978 by Don and Deyon Stephens, Mercy Ships has worked in more 
than 70 countries providing services valued at more than $1 billion, treating more than 2.42 million direct beneficiaries. Each year 
Mercy Ships has more than 1,600 volunteers from more than 35 nations. Professionals including surgeons, dentists, nurses, 
health care trainers, teachers, cooks, seamen, engineers, and agriculturalists donate their time and skills to the effort. Mercy 
Ships seeks to transform individuals and serve nations one at a time. For more information click on www.mercyships.org 
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Hi-res photos and general Mercy Ships B-Roll video footage are available upon request. 


	MAN Diesel & Turbo has donated the equivalent of 116.000 Euro in service, spare parts and training to keep the engines of the hospital ship Africa Mercy, operated by Mercy Ships, in top condition to continue its charity work in Africa.

