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UK Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg visits MAN 
Diesel & Turbo in Stockport 
The Local Growth Committee convened a meeting onsite 

 

On October 16th MAN Diesel & Turbo was honored to welcome the UK’s 
Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg at its site in Stockport, where he convened 
a meeting of the Local Growth Committee. “We were absolutely delighted to 
host the Local Growth Committee’s meeting, even more so since this is the 
first time it was held outside Whitehall in London”, said Wayne Jones, Senior 
Vice President and Head of the Business Unit After Sales at MAN Diesel & 
Turbo.  

The session was attended by a number of Ministers among them the Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, Danny Alexander, and Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change, Ed Davey. The members discussed ways the 
central government can speed up growth in the country’s north. 

The visit resonated well with the Committee’s participants. Penny Mordaunt 
MP – Parliamentary Under Secretary at the Department for Communities and 
Local Government stated on Twitter: “Thank you for hosting today’s local 
growth cabinet. As a Portsmouth MP I completely get why world economy 
hinges on your sector.” 

Before the Committee’s convention the members were given a tour of the 
factory site, including the PrimeServ Academy, MAN Diesel & Turbo UK’s 
training facility. “The  professional qualification we offer and conduct at the 
PrimeServ Academy is a strategic target of our company”, explained Jones. 
“The decline in popularity of apprenticeships among young people in the UK 
these days also was one of the topics I had the chance to discuss with The 
Right Honorable Nick Clegg. We both agreed on the importance of a balanced 
workforce and he was very pleased by the practical education we are offering 
to young people here in Stockport and all over the world at MAN Diesel & 
Turbo.” 

How to best protect and support the manufacturing base in the north of the UK 
was another topic raised in what turned out to be an open exchange of ideas 
between the Committee and MAN Diesel & Turbo executives: “The members 
of the Committee were very open to hear our thoughts on how best to 
stimulate the economy in this region and support the local businesses. I had 
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the opportunity to discuss various issues on the economy, business outlook 
and skills shortages”, Jones concluded.  

MAN Diesel & Turbo’s UK business employs close to 250 people in Stockport, 
Redhill (close to London), Colchester, Teesside and Aberdeen. There is a 
high focus in the business to recruit apprentices and 12 apprentices are in 
place at the moment with a plan to recruit a significant number over the 
forthcoming years to address the age profile within the organization.  It is 
envisaged that in the next 3 years more than 10 percent of MAN Diesel & 
Turbo’s UK workforce will be apprentices. 
 
 
About MAN Diesel & Turbo 
MAN Diesel & Turbo SE, based in Augsburg, Germany, is the world’s leading provider of large-bore diesel engines and 
turbomachinery for marine and stationary applications. It designs two-stroke and four-stroke engines that are manufactured both 
by the company and by its licensees. The engines have power outputs ranging from 450 kW to 87 MW. MAN Diesel & Turbo also 
designs and manufactures gas turbines of up to 50 MW, steam turbines of up to 150 MW and compressors with volume flows of 
up to 1.5 million m³/h and pressures of up to 1,000 bar. The product range is rounded off by turbochargers, propellers, gas 
engines and chemical reactors. MAN Diesel & Turbo’s range of goods includes complete marine propulsion systems, 
turbomachinery units for the oil & gas as well as the process industries and complete power plant solutions. Customers receive 
worldwide after-sales services marketed under the MAN PrimeServ brand. The company employs around 14,500 staff at more 
than 100 international sites, primarily in Germany, Denmark, France, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, India and China. MAN 
Diesel & Turbo is a company in the Power Engineering business area of MAN SE. 
 
 
 

 
Pictured from left to right: The Rt Hon Nick Clegg MP – 
Deputy Prime Minister, Mark Hunter MP – MP for Hazel 
Grove, Wayne Jones – Senior Vice President MAN PrimeServ 
Diesel 
 
 

Pictured from left to right:  Wayne Jones – Senior Vice 
President MAN PrimeServ Diesel, The Rt Hon Edward Davey 
MP – Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, The 
Rt Hon Nick Clegg MP – Deputy Prime Minister, Mark Hunter 
MP – MP for Hazel Grove, The Rt Hon Danny Alexander MP 
– Chief Secretary to the Treasurer 
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